An efficient and practical chemoenzymatic preparation of optically active secondary amines.
[reaction: see text] An efficient and practical chemoenzymatic method was developed for the preparation of a variety of chiral secondary amines. Here, oxalamic esters were identified as unique derivatives amenable to the enzyme-catalyzed kinetic resolution of racemic secondary amines. Both enantiomers of the amines were produced in high optical purity and yields after the cleavage of the oxalamic groups.